Decreased L-arginine-nitric oxide pathway in cultured myoblasts from spontaneously hypertensive versus normotensive Wistar-Kyoto rats.
The hypertrophy of the arterial media exhibited by spontaneously hypertensive rats is related to the hyperproliferation of their smooth muscle cells in culture. Using two methods to assay nitric oxide synthase activity, we showed that this abnormal proliferation results from a decreased activity of the inducible NOS II and less modulation of this enzymatic activity by these cells compared to control Wistar Kyoto cells.